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2025 Festival of Christmas was held on Wednesday, December

3rd at the Thoroughbred Training Center. The evening activities
brought an easy flow for the nine hundred people occupying the
venue. The final RSVP showed 1,212 people registered. Of that
100% of registered farm participants, 80% attended; and the 100%
of track registrants, 67% of these families came to the event.

The party consisted of: family sit-down dinner by Selma’s Catering;
health checkup and flu shots for 15 folks by Bluegrass Community
Healthcare nurses; Santa Claus visit & family photos taken by Paul
Martin Photography with Tiny Tall Man entertaining the kids; Hats
and gloves provided by The Jockey Club Safety Net for everyone!!;
Christmas stockings, activity books and holiday swag for the kids
along with a toy; and $25 Visa gift cards for teens (13 to 17 yo).

Special thanks to staff from The Jockey Club and Keeneland's Ad-
ministrative Offices for hosting toy drives. Along with the charity’s
toys, Keeneland & The Jockey Club brought more in for children
totaling over 550 gifts for the party.

A FESTIVE NIGHT FOR
THE FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS!
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We experienced an unfortunate delay in delivery for our Walmart
Gift Cards prior to the event. So a few days after the party, the
BGFC Board members and staff delivered cards to everyone that
registered.

Blue Grass Farms Charities thanks the following businesses in
making FOC so special: Great Expectations Events; Selma’s
Catering; Bluegrass Community Healthcare; Santa Claus; Tiny
Tall Man; our 70+ volunteers who worked the party; Friends

of the Charity; Keeneland & The Jockey Club Staff, God's Pantry
Foodbank, and BGFC Board of Directors.

Yes! We are working on next
year's event scheduled for

DECEMBER 91H!

“Since 2013 we look forward to celebrating the holidays with the horsemen o (5l
and their families. The Festival of Christmas has grown exponentially N [/ =

bringing immense joy and fellowship for all participating,”

— Julie Kwasniewski, Executive Director




Thank you to our Rellcs and Rarltles
Auction sponsors. Your contribution
supports the upcoming Festival of
Christmas bringing a magical time
for the horsemen and their families.

$93,800 RAISED!

Dean Dorton, Dixiana Farm,
Equine Medical Associates,
Godolphin, Inc., Green Lantern Farm,
Hallway Feeds, Jackpot Farm,
Heider Family Foundation,
Juddmonte Farm, Lane’s End Farm,
Middlebrook Farm,

NiSource Charitable/

Columbia Gas of Kentucky,
Shadwell Racing,

Spendthrift Farms,

Stonestreet Farms,

WinStar Farm,

and our Friends of

the Charity Contributors N
Kappa Sigma Frate

‘UNIQUE’ IS THE WORD FOR
THIS YEAR’S RELICS AND
RARITIES ONLINE AUCTION

BGFC received amazing auction items from friends, vendors, and
donors this year. A new twist to the list were sterling silver bracelets
with tail hair braided from seven of the greatest horses in Kentucky.
Created by Beth Johnson of Paris, Kentucky, these works of art were

wildly popular for the auction. The bracelets had hair from
Rachel Alexandra (Stonestreet Farms), Zenyatta (Lane’s End Farm),
Good Night Olive (Resolute Farm), Cody’s Wish (Darley/Godolphin),
Gun Runner (Three Chimneys), Silver Charm (Old Friends),
and Tapit (Gainesway Farm). A total of $12,000 was raised
from these bracelets alone for the charity.

Other great items auctioned were halters worn by Grade | winners;
outstanding and hard-to-find Bourbons; track and farm experiences;
artwork, memorabilia, and home goods. We are grateful
for the friends who donated because these items made for
another exciting auction — more than 124 items sold bringing
the charity a total of $40,040.

Thank you to our sponsors who supported the Relics & Rarities
auction AND the annual Festival of Christmas event.
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Seventy-five volunteers participated at the
FOC event. Due to limited space in the news-
letter, BGFC is highlighting three groups that
showed initiative, excitement, and desire to
return next year to help. Thank you all!

Jeremiah Baker and staff from Stockyards Bank
and Trust called to volunteer their services to
BGFC. | added them to the list for Festival of
Christmas and | was so glad they showed up --
even early -- and were ready to serve dinners
to our 825 guests for the festival. It was
seamless for this group, and they even
offered to come back next year!

We couldn’t have asked for a better
group of young ladies who took the

lead in helping the little ones pick
out there toys from the toy store.
Even if one was a Grinch they all

: were festive and fun for the kiddos.

Frederick Douglass Also, helping Santa by taking pictures
Dance Team and handing out candy canes. Thank you
Frederick Douglass Dance Team and Moms.

Kappa Sigma Fraternity - When these young men showed up to help
| was worried | wouldn’t have enough food for them too - ha, ha!!!
But they jumped in and helped with any job needed for the party:
serving dinner; parking assistance and directing traffic; handing out
items from God's Pantry food distribution; and visiting with the
families. Thank you, young men of Kappa Sigma Fraternity.

FASIG TIPTON SALES
BGFC had a sweet time showing its appreciation while handing
out at donuts (made by Frank’s Donuts) to hardworking

horsemen at the Fall Sales for Keeneland and Fasig Tipton.
A total of 2,400 donuts for two hundred consignors were glven

The best outcome besides the calories were
great conversations and new friends made.



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS $1,000 OR MORE

Ashford Stud Honorable Order of KY Colonels National Christian Foundation
Central Bank & Trust Jockey Club Safety Net Paramount Sales
Charles R. Jelm Fdn. Juddmonte Farms Mr. Paul Moring

Christian Word Ministries Keeneland Association RaceRise, Inc.
Country Boy Brewing Kentucky Eagle Mr. & Mrs. Richard Masson

Dean Dorton KY Thoroughbred Farm Mgr.’s Club Shadwell Farm

Delta Dental of KY Ky Eagle, Inc. Southern Glazer Wine & Spirits

Dixiana Farm Lane's End Farm Spendthrift Farm

Edward H. Lane Foundation Maker's Mark/Suntory Beam Stonestreet Farms
Equine Medical Assoc. Mary K. Oxley Foundation Thoroughbred Charities of America
Hallway Feed Middlebrook Farm Winchester Feed
Heider Family Foundation Mrs. Mira Ball WinStar Farm

OVERTHE RIVERAND | ON THE

MOVE!

THROUGH THE WOODS

Bluegrass Hospitality Group
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You've heard the saying, ‘Patience is a virtue.’
The charity has patiently waited on the new pantry/office
construction to start at TTC. Everyone is wondering when,

Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner giveaway was well-received and now that demolition of Barn A is scheduled, there is hope.
by fourteen farms and the Keeneland Chaplaincy.

Delivered were 250 plated meals for those working and feeding
large families. A huge thank you again to Blue Grass Hospitality
for providing the delicious meal. And a HUGE thanks to our
volunteers and KEMI students for delivering!

Our fingers and toes are crossed that we will be in our
new building by the end of June 2026. A BIG ‘thank you’
to Maker’s Mark Suntory Beam/Southern Glazer Wine
and Spirits/and Keeneland, Inc. for their understanding
of the construction conundrums we have been dealing with.
Oh, but what a wonderful place it will
be when completed!

Those who received: Ledgeland Farm, Don Alberto Farm,
Gainesway Farm, Resolute Farm, Lane’s End Farm, Juddmonte Farms,

Indian Creek Farm, Miacomet Farm, Dixiana Farm, Calumet Farm,
Crestwood Farm, Stonestreet Farms, McPeek Racing, Stone Farm, ‘ // DONATE TODAY!

Pin Oak Farm, and the Keeneland Backstretch. WWW_BGFCKY_ORG
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

February Foal February Contest
May/June Camp sign-ups, more information to come!

Summer ‘26 Ice Cream Social on the Farm;
Opening of new pantry

August Backpack Distribution
September  Donut Dash at Keeneland Sales

— October Donut Dash at Fasig-Tipton Sales;

" i — . . . H
e — Relics & Rarities Online Auction Oct. 22-25, 2026
Z Z 5/4!%’/{7 /::Z’é/’h//yy 27/ November  Thanksgiving Day Meal Distribution;
Sign-up time for Festival of Christmas

FOAL FEBRUARY %\ Blue Grass December  Festival of Christmas Event, Dec. 9, 2026

Farms Charities

PHOTO CONTEST! & frmscharite

VISIT WWW.BGFCKY.ORG FOR FULL DETAILS

WINTER FOO DISTRIBUTION

2 Winter Months Schedule
- BGFC will be making
deliveries to farms on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
with items provided by
God'’s Pantry Distribution
Center.

Executive Director's Notes

Please let us know if you
would like to have items
brought to the farm at
info@bgfcky.org.

Wow, 2026 is here and we're already busy! We can see over

the construction horizon now that our new facility is coming Meal Connect items out to

to fruition. We look forward to having a home so BGFC can : o the Thoroughbred Training

provide needed benevolent services to the industry. Xy 4 ,. Center on Thursdays from

The pantry is slated for completion in June. : Vi ~ 10to 11 a.m. if you would
/ ; ’ like, please stop by!

BGFC will bring Kroger

The BGFC Board members are also excited about the new role they
will take on this year. Board members will stop by and visit farms in
the six-county area to see if benevolence assistance is needed, and
interest in programs planned throughout the year. The charity’s
main goal continues to increase its outreach and awareness with

Jesse Ullery, President

all registered Thoroughbred facilities in the area. Tom Thornbury, Treasurer
Emily Alberti, Secretary

The Chinese calendar shows 2026 to be the Year of the Horse.
How appropriate for us! The calendar states, “This year symbolizes

q : : o Sharon Bradley Thomas Riddle, DVM
ynamic energy, freedom, and innovation.” | personally have the . .

energy, and | appreciate the Board’s freedom and innovation in Gemma Freeman David Smith, CPA
facilitating a small but mighty charity that continues to strive. Walter Hillenmeyer Adrian Mansergh-Wallace
Thanks to grants, individual donations, and dedicated funding Gonzalo Maluenda Kari West
received, we will continue programs like summer camps for kids; PRTTCRIIasson Gibson Wilhite
backpacks for school-aged children; educational referrals for )

horsemen; dental needs and emergency medical assistance, etc. Amy McLean Kyle Wilson

to all. Reaching out to the folks in the industry is the key to

BGFC's stability. STAFF
Happy New Year. Thank you for your trust, (A/Z,& Julie Kwasniewski, Executive Director
and may you have a wonderful 2026. Bob Baney, Food Distribution Manager




